Nixon Action 
Is Delayed 



Washington Post Staff Writer . : 

Watergate Special Prose- 
cutor Leon Jaworski is still ' 
undecided about whether to 
press criminal cover-up 
charges against former Pres- j 
ident Nixon, and will ob- j 
serve a cooling-off period of i. 
at least several weeks be- !. 
fore making a ruling on that j 
question, his aides said yes- 
terday. 

Amid an increasing i 
amount of published spe- t 
culation that a federal 
grand jury here is urging 
Jaworski to approve an in- 
dictment of Mr. Nixon and j 
that the special prosecutor j 
has already made a decision f 
to that effect, aides pictured ! 
the situation as far from be- L 
ing resolved. 

“He has had no contact ! 
with the grand jury — period I 
— on any matter,” said John • 
Barker, a spokesman for Ja- ; 
worski, in- response to ques- 
tions. He was speaking of j 
the time since Mr. Nixon’s 
resignation announcement i 
on Thursday. 

Baker specifically denied i 
as “just simply^ wrong” re- ; 
ports that meihbers of the : 
grand jury, which on March \ 
1 named Mr. Nixon as an 
unindicxed co-conspirator, 
•had contacted Jaworski to j 
say they wanted to hand 
down an indictment against 
the former President. 

That grand jury, which 
began hearing Watergate ev- 
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icience immediately after 
the June 17, 1972, break-in 
at Democratic National 
Committee headquarters, in- 
dicted five former White 
House and Nixon re-election 
aides, including former At- 
torney General John N. 
Mitchell and former presi- 
dential advisers H. R. (Bob) 
Haldeman and John D. Ehrl- 
ichman. They are scheduled 
to go on trial Sept. 9. 

“There has been no deci- 
sion, and no decision is im- 
minent. He is not going to 
make a hasty decision on a 
prosecutorial question like 
this one,” Barker said. 

Barker also labeled as 
“wrong speculation” reports 
that Jaworski, having stud- 
ied new evidence contained 
in subpoenaed tapes re- 
cently received from U.S. 
District Court Judge John J. 
Sirica, had asked President 
Ford not to pardon Mr. 
Nixon. 

“Most of these tapes 
haven’t even been tran- 
scribed yet,” Barker said. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jerald F. terHorst, 
when asked whether Mr. 
Ford was considering grant- 
ing a pardon to Mr. Nixon, 
said, “The President is not 
keeping that question on the 
top of his priorities.-'.’ 

Mr. Ford, TerHorst said, 
feels he should move ahead 
on positive issues and not 
“dwell on problems of the 
past.” 

“He won’t go over and re- 
plow the ground of recent 
months,” TerHorst said. 



Sirica has said he has fin- 
ished listening to 27 of the 
tape-recorded presidential 
conversations, 10 of which 
he has forwarded to the spe- 
cial prosecutor. The 10 con- 
versations include five tape 
recordings in which there 
was no dispute by the White 
House over executive privi- 
lege. 

Yesterday, Sirica issued 
new orders turning over six 
more of Mr. Nixon’s subpoe- 
naed Watergate conversa- 
tions to Jaworski, including 
two June 23, 1972, discus- 
sions between the former 
President and Haldeman. 

It was these tapes, re- 
leased by Mr. Nixon last 
week under pressure from 
his special counsel, James 
D. St. Clair, that led to an 
erosion of anti-impeachment 
sentiment in Congress and, 
ultimately, the resignation. 

The tape recordings, 
which showed that Mr. 
Nixon ordered a cover-up 
six days after the Watergate 
break-in, were released with- 
out a claim of executive 
privilege. 

In all, 64 tape-recorded 
conversations were included 
in the historic U.S. Supreme 



Court ruling against the for- 
mer President. 

The court ordered Sirica 
to listen to the tapes and 
make individual rulings on 
relevancy and privilege. 

The White House lawyers 
subsequently said nine of 
the tapes never existed be- 
cause recording equipment 
was not connected at the 
times the conversations oc- 
curred. 

Jaworskiis aides refused 
to discuss the matter of who 
is participating in the proc- 
ess of deciding whether to 
prosecute Mr. Nixon. 

“He has the same rights 
as any other citizens, and 
we have the same responsi- 
bilities not to make disclo- 
sures at this stage,” Barker 
said. 

The decision, however, 
rests solely with Jaworski, 
who Thursday night 
stressed that no plea bar- 
gaining or prosecutorial dis- 
cussions of any kind had 
been involved in Mr. Nixon’s 
decision to relinguish the 
presidency. 

Jawrski was out of town 
yesterday and could not be 
reached for comment. 



Sirica meanwhile, set a 
hearing for Monday to hear 
motions by the Watergate 
cover-up defendants that 
their trial be postponed at 
least two months because of 
the publicity surrounding 
Mr. Nixon’s resignation. 

The motions, filed by at- 
torneys for Mitchell and 
Ehrlichman, were expected 
to be supported by attorneys 
for the other defendants in 
the case. ' 

On Monday, William J. 
Hundley, Mitchell’s lawyer, 
argued that “with Nixon 
gone, the nightmare of 
Watergate is going to dimin- 
ish and in the foreseeable 
future the climate is going 
to be more conducive to pro- 
viding these defendants a 
fairer trial than they could 
receive on Sept. 9.” 

Haldeman previously had 
demanded a postponement 
and change of venue on the 
grounds of prejudicial pre- 
trial publicity, but Sirica 
had dismissed the request 
saying that an impartial 
panel could be selected 
from the thousands of pros- 
pective jurors in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
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